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If you could 
be any 

animal, what 
would you be?

compiled by Lisa Carrougher 

Opinions from around campus

East College Way has seen its fair share 
of close encounters between pedestrians and 
cars. 

The narrow lane behind the 
Communications Facility is riddled with 
crosswalks, poorly painted lane markings and 
blind corners. 

It is one of the most dangerous roads for 
pedestrian accidents.

There are 4,200 vehicle trips along this 
road every day and only 306 parking spaces 
are available. 

If each person who purchased a parking 
pass drove to and from campus twice, this 
would only account for 1,224 vehicle trips. 

This means 2,976 cars moving through the 
area are just dropping people off and picking 
them up. 

This area will only be more congested 

with pedestrians and vehicles as Western’s 
enrollment expands in the future.

Western should enforce the 10 mph speed 
limit more strictly to decrease collisions with 
pedestrians. But that alone is not a reliable  
long-term solution.

Western could widen the road to make 
room for pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicles, 
but that would cost thousands of dollars and 
the road would be unusable for a long period 
of time.

If East College Way was designated as a 
restricted access road similar to High Street, 
then the amount of vehicles passing through the 
area would significantly decrease, increasing 
the safety of pedestrians and bicyclists.

People who pay to park in the area would 
not be denied access to the parking lot, but 
vehicles not authorized to be there could be 
fined. 

A gate could run across the lane entering 
the area during a designated time period.

East College Way was not designed to be 

a drop-off area; it is much too small for this 
activity. 

It was designed to handle mostly 
pedestrians and bicyclists. If this plan was 
enacted, the congestion from vehicles picking 
up or dropping off would have to be directed 
elsewhere. 

Lot 12A in front of Fairhaven is an  ideal 
area for a permanent drop-off location. 

This parking lot is close to campus, has 
a safe area for students to drop off or pick up 
passengers and is large enough for a vehicle to 
turn around safely if needed. One thing is for 
sure: East College Way is a dangerous street 
for pedestrian and vehicle traffic. 

Something needs to be done quickly 
before another pedestrian or bicyclist is hit by 
a vehicle on that road.

The editorial board is comprised of Editor in 
Chief Paul Moore, Managing Editor Maureen Tinney, 
Alternative Transportation Coordinator Devin Branson 
and Opinion Editor Chelsea Crump.

Opinion of the editorial board

On March 1, the newborn 
York Neighborhood bus routes 
will experience a quick demise. 

The Whatcom Transportation 
Authority (WTA) gave the routes 
to the guillotine after only a month 
trial. 

This decision will harm 
students’ public transportation. 

The WTA should have 
considered other options before 
changing back to the original 
90B route and changing routes 
96 and 97. Routes 96 and 97 
accommodated student requests to 
cover Gladstone, James, Lincoln 
and Humboldt streets. 

The new routes weren’t given 
a fair trial. They weren’t available 
until the second week of classes, 
after most students set a pattern 
for winter quarter. 

The WTA Transit Guide 
effective Sept. 23 doesn’t show 
the changes in the 90B route. 

The WTA Transit Guide 
effective Jan. 20 was available on 
buses two weeks prior to the route 
change, said Rick Nicholson, WTA 

director of service development. 
The WTA informs riders 

about route changes using rider 
alerts on affected routes, he said. 

Rider alerts started two weeks 
before the first route change.

I doubt every Western student 
using WTA buses switched to the 
updated guide immediately or 
noticed posted rider alerts.

The WTA should try the 
routes for a longer period of time 
and should collect precise data on 
ridership on the specific stops.

The known ridership of the 
new routes is inconclusive about 
the effectiveness of route changes 
because it’s based on fare box 
counts and not at which stops 
riders boarded the bus, Nicholson 
said. 

The WTA did look into 
ridership. 

Bus drivers were interviewed 
about rider patterns, and WTA 
staff interviewed riders about the 
new routes, Nicholson said. 

Still, the WTA should 
have collected more data 
before throwing in the towel on 
providing more bus access to 
the York Neighborhood. Strong 
community opposition was the 
main reason the WTA changed 
the routes back, Nicholson said.

The non-student neighbors 
in the area, represented by the 
York Neighborhood Association, 

did have valid concerns about the 
changed bus routes.

I sympathize with the 
complaints of noise disturbances 
waking residents. I understand 
concerns about a lack of sidewalks 
and narrow residential streets. 

But just because one of your 
arms has problems doesn’t mean 
you chop it off before consulting 
experts and discovering it’s 
fixable or finding a prosthetic.

The WTA should have 
adapted the route or waited to 
change it until an alternative 
option was ready to meet the 
student needs.

Approximately 50 percent of 
York Neighborhood residences are 
owner-occupied, according to the 
York Neighborhood Association 
Web site. 

Most of the rest of the 
rented-out houses and apartments 
are home to Western students, 
according to the Web site. 

Despite the fact that the 

association calls this data a 
rough estimate, it shows Western 
students are a significant portion 
of the neighborhood population.

The association should 
respect student needs just as 
students should respect the needs 
of non-student neighbors. 

The WTA should explore 
a compromise between student 
access to public transportation 
and the association’s concerns.

The York Neighborhood 
Association has struck once 
before. Based on the association’s 
complaints fall quarter, Western 
changed the late-night shuttle 
routes before winter quarter to 
avoid the York Neighborhood. 

In the Winter 2008 issue 
of the Yorker, the association’s 
newsletter, members complained 
about noise from the shuttle and 
claimed too few students used the 
route to make it worthwhile. 

Yet in the first seven weeks 
of fall quarter, 4,368 riders used 
the shuttle, according to a Nov. 16 
article in The Western Front.

The association should 
consider tolerance and 
compromise instead of rigidly 
holding to self-centric views.

All neighborhood residents 
would benefit from a compromise 
rather than tailoring the bus 
routes to fit the needs of only one 
population subset.

Kristi Pihl

Columnist

Jesse Buffum
Senior

"An eagle, so I could fly away 
from my homework."

Lisa Grubb
Sophomore

"A zebra, because they are 
the most amazing animal."

John Boswell
Senior

"A moose, because they are 
the most powerful animal."

Scott Campbell
Freshman

"A lion, because my sign is 
Leo."

“... just because one of 
your arms has problems 
doesn’t mean you chop 
it off before consulting 
experts and discovering 
it’s fixable or finding a 

prosthetic."

Last issue's resultsPollster
How do you spend your time in class 
when you're not listening to the 
professor?

A. I always listen to my professor
B. Sudoku
C. Play with my computer
D. Sleep
E. Do homework for other classes

What is your favorite lawn game?

22.8%
Badminton

36.4%
I don't 
play lawn 
games

13.6%
Croquet

13.6%
Horseshoes

13.6%
Lawn darts

Want to write a 
guest column?

The Western Front is looking for  
faculty members, club leaders, staff 
or other community members who 
want to write a 400- to 500-word 
column about an issue at Western. 
If you do not include a name and 
a contact number, it will not be 
printed.

Send your column ideas to 
opinion@westernfrontonline.net

Restrict cars on East College Way

Don't change routes, compromise
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Western’s Chabad Jewish 
Student Organization is holding its 
second annual Shabbat 100 dinner 
at 6:30 p.m. tonight in Viking 
Union Room 565. 

The event celebrates the 
traditional Jewish day of rest, 
starting at sundown on Friday and 
lasting for 25 hours, said Rabbi 
Levi Backman, co-founder of the 
Chabad Jewish Organization of 
Western. 

He said it helps to recharge a 
person’s internal battery and helps 
attendees take a break from their 
daily routine by getting together 
and having a feast.

The dinner is free and open to 
all Western students, faculty, staff 
and alumni.

More than 100 people are 
expected to join the dinner, which 
would make it the biggest Western 
Shabbat dinner to date, Backman 
said. 

Shabbat 100 is named after 
the number of people who are 
expected to attend the event. 
Larger campuses hold Shabbat 
1000, a national event started at 
the University of New York at 
Binghamton. Universities such as 
Harvard, Cornell and Penn State 
have also held Shabbat 1000 events 
on their campuses. 

Darryl Spencer, a board 

member of the organization, said if 
this year is Shabbat 100, next year 
it may be Shabbat 150.

In 2007, approximately 75 
people took part in the Shabbat 
100 dinner event. Oriana Luca, a 
Western junior and a director of 
the organization, said more than 70 
people are already registered for 
this year’s event. 

Shabbat comes from the 
Hebrew verb shavat, which means 
to cease, and implies ceasing from 
work.

The dinner includes hand-
made traditional foods such as 
Challah, which is sweet egg bread, 
along with vegetarian foods and 
other dishes, Luca said.

Hadassah Backman, wife of 
Rabbi Backman, said she will cook 
the traditional food herself. The 
feast traditionally starts by lifting a 
glass and toasting to celebrate the 
beginning of rest, Rabbi Backman 
said. 

The most crucial part of 
Shabbat is to be a part of the 
community and to have a good 
atmosphere, he said. The event 
allows the students to reach out and 
bring their friends as their personal 
guests, he said. 

Many students attend the 
event in order to learn about Jewish 
culture and Shabbat, Backman 
said.  

Shabbat is a traditional event 

and participants are not allowed to 
take pictures during the celebration, 
Backman said. 

“It is all our memory," he said. 
"It is a beautiful thing."

But it is also more than a 
traditional dinner. The event 
has entertaining performances 
such as impromptu shows by the 
Dead Parrots Society and rap 
performances, including a beat 
boxer, Backman said.    

The Chabad at Western 
was established in 2006 when 
Backman moved to Bellingham. 
It started with no students but kept 
on growing, Backman said. 

The Jewish population in 
Western is small in quantity, but 
large in quality, he said.  

Chabad is a worldwide 
organization with approximately 
4,000 branches and seeks to be a 
home away from home for Jewish 
students on campuses, Backman 
said. 

Each event offers a great 
environment and opportunity for 
people to get together, kick back 
and talk, Backman said.    

“It is zero pressure, but it is a 
total pleasure,” he said. 

The Celebration is held 
at the Chabad House, 

717 High St.  

Western's Chabad Jewish Student Organization to 
host second annual 'Shabbat 100' dinner tonight

illustration by Tony Ciocca THE WESTERN FRONT
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7 p.m. Feb. 29
The Big Sellout

Emily Raymond
THE WESTERN FRONT

The  eighth  annual 
Bellingham Human Rights 
Film Festival is presenting 
documentary films from around 
the world.

The free event, which runs 
Feb. 21 to March 1 in the Fairhaven 
College Auditorium, features 14 
documentary films covering a wide 
range of topics, and has people 
with related knowledge available 
to lead discussion afterward. 

Film topics range from insight 
into the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
to an examination of Cuba’s health 
care system.

Fairhaven College professor 
Shirley Osterhaus said the 
community’s response has been 
good, with the audience often 
filling the auditorium.

Osterhaus compared the 

community to a web, where 
ideas are passed from person to 
person and spread throughout the 
community.

Everyone benefits when 
people's understanding of those 
ideas are strengthened, Osterhaus 
said.

“I think it’s amazing that 
an event like this is free and 
accessible,” said Western freshman 
Channing Showalter, a student who 
attended the festival’s showing of 
“De Nadie.” 

“De Nadie” tells the stories of 
Central Americans attempting to 

immigrate to America. 
According  to  the  documentary, 

hundreds of thousands Central 
Americans searching for a better 
life cross Mexico every year, 
facing violence and corruption 
along the way.

After the film, Western 
anthropology professor James 
Loucky led the audience in a 
discussion of the film and shared 
some of his personal experiences 
from working with Central 
American immigrants.

While most of his work 
focuses on Guatemala, Loucky 
said he has traveled throughout 
Central America and experienced 
some of the corruption in the 
immigration process.

During the discussion 
following the film, Loucky told 
the audience about an experience 
in which he upset a border guard 
by not offering a bribe when he 

crossed legally. 
Loucky offered himself as 

a resource for members of the 
audience interested in learning 
about ways they can help people 
in need.

“I  think  having the 
discussions afterward is 
important,” Showalter said. “After 
watching something so hopeless, 
we can discuss different options 
to help.”

Western sophomore Lauren 
Underwood said she encourages 
other students to attend the 
festival.

 “In  college  we are so 
isolated that I think it is important 
to show the stories of others,” 
Underwood said. “How they live 
their lives is affected by how we 
live our lives.”

Osterhaus has been a part of 
the Bellingham Human Rights 
Film Festival Committee, which 

plans the event, since the festival 
began in 2000.

She said the committee 
viewed nearly 50 documentary 
films before choosing the final 14 
presented at the festival. 

The committee makes an 
effort to select a wide variety of 
films that are relevant to current 
events in the world, she said. 

At each viewing, the festival 
has a local organization present 
ways to get involved in the 
community, Osterhaus said. 
Organizations that have presented 
at this year’s event include the 
Whatcom Human Rights Task 
Force and Amnesty International.

So far, at least one student has 
been inspired to reach for change 
in her community.

“I have friends and family 
more involved than I am,” 
Showalter said. “Now I want to 
ask them how I can help.”

“In college we are so 
isolated that I think it is 
important to show the 
stories of others.” 

  - Lauren Underwood,
Western sophomore

photo courtesy independentintervention.com

7 p.m. March 1
Soldiers of 
Conscience

noon March 1
Tambogrande

Community involvement: Sustainable 
Connections; Sustainable Bellingham
Facilitator: Kathleen Saunders, lecturer in 
anthropology, Western

Community Involvement: IVAW; Whatcom 
Peace and Justice Center
Facilitator: Doug Connor, veteran of the Iraq War

photo courtesy thebigsellout.org

Saturday matinees include My Daughter the 
Terrorist at 1:45; Independent Intervention at
3 p.m. and Lumo at 4:30 p.m.

A study of the pitfalls 
of privatisation 
across the globe, 
from Britain to the 
Phillipines, Bolivia 
and South Africa

US Army soldiers 
reveal their deepest 
moral concerns 
about what they are 
asked to do at war.

When gold is 
discovered in a 
Peruvian mango farm, 
fear, violence and 
murder rock a once-
quiet community.

photo courtesy guarango.org photo courtesy socfilm.com



Friday • February 29, 2008 | The Western Front12 | ART&LIFE

David Husa
THE WESTERN FRONT

After a year and a half of 
planning and negotiations, The 
Roots, a famed Philadelphia-
based hip-hop act, will perform 
at 7:30 p.m. March 1 in Carver 
Gym. 

“They’re probably the 
biggest act that’s ever come to 
campus,” said Victor Cuellar, 
Associated Students (AS) Pop 
Music Assistant Coordinator.

The Roots won a Grammy 
in 1999 and were honored by 
Rolling Stone magazine as one of 
the 20 greatest living acts in the 

world in 2003. The six-man band, 
composed of MC Black Thought, 
drummer ?uestlove, keyboardist 
Kamal Gray, percussionist F. 
Knuckles, guitarist Kirk Douglas 
and bassist Owen Biddle, is 
known for its jazzy sound, live 
instrumentation and preference 
to create rather than sample, 
said AS Pop Music Coordinator 
Hunter Motto.  

The Roots' sound is ever-
changing like the band itself — 
the only constant throughout its 
two decades of existence is the 
presence of the band’s founders 
Black Thought and ?uestlove, 
Cuellar said.

Since the duo founded the 
band in 1987, The Roots have 
released nine albums, two of 
them earning gold records.  Their 
latest album, “Game Theory,” 
was released in August 2006 
under Def Jam Records.

Sweatshop Union and Surge 
Spittable will be opening for The 
Roots.  Spittable, also known 
as Sergio Colón, is a prolific 
local hip-hop promoter and MC.  
Sweatshop Union, a Vancouver-
based hip-hop act with seven 
MCs, has been nominated for 
a number of Canadian music 
awards, including two Juno 
awards, Colón said.

The show will be the first 
time Carver Gym has been used 
as a music venue since 1999, 
Cuellar said. The university 
ceased to authorize its use as a 
venue after students abused the 
gym in an all day event featuring 
the hip-hop act The Pharcyde, 
Cuellar said.

Attendees smoked cigarettes, 
which is prohibited in the gym, 
and damaged the floor, he said.  
The Viking Union Multi-Purpose 
Room would be too small to hold 
The Roots concert, necessitating 
the use of Carver Gym, which 
has a capacity to hold more than 
3,000 people, he said.

?uestlove will be performing 
as a DJ after the show at Hot 
Shotz Martini Bar and Restaurant, 
1707 N. State St., said Hot 
Shotz general manager Monique 
Reeder. Colón, who organized 
the event, said as a DJ, ?uestlove 
plays a soulful set of dance music 
and cultivates a James Brown 
style atmosphere. 

photo courtesy of Dej Jam Recordings

THE ROOTS
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PRESENTING...

The Roots will be playing 
at 7:30 p.m. March 1 in 
Carver Gym.  Tickets 

are $20 for students with 
ID and $35 for general 

admission.


